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Dear parents and carers,                                                                                   14th January 2022 

  

 

We have come to the end of the first full week of the Spring Term, and it has flown by. 

Children across the school have enjoyed a very busy week and we have welcomed several 

visitors to school. On Tuesday we welcomed Rev Chesters who spoke to the children about 

‘Courage’ and how taking courageous decisions and endeavouring to do the right thing 

can have a positive impact on people around us 

 

 

What have we been doing this week? 

 

Abbeystead enjoyed a visit from Liz Montgomery, Senior Curator 

at Grosvenor Museum. The children spent a productive 

afternoon ‘being an historian’ by exploring primary and 

secondary sources to investigate what it was like to be a child in 

the Victorian era. The children handled a range of artefacts and 

discussed their thoughts and opinions. 

 

On Tuesday Westminster class had 

the opportunity to develop their 

computing and coding skills. We have 

partnered with Digital Wizards and 

every class will have the opportunity to participate in sessions to 

help develop their skills and understanding. Mr. Sparks has taken 

on the role of Computing Subject Leader, and I know he is on a 

mission to integrate this important subject in to our curriculum.  

 

Halkyn class have started to immerse 

themselves in their new book ‘Bog 

Baby’.  To help them the children used 

collaging techniques to create a habit for their very own Bog Baby. 

I’m looking forward to reading the narratives the children will be 

writing.  Mayfair class are enjoying their Forest School Sessions with 

Mr.  Holland. This week they created nature themed pictures.  

 

 

Covid Update 

 

Thankfully any Covid related disruption continues to be manageable. We have several 

cases in our school community and due to continued vigilance and use of daily testing the 



 

impact has been minimised. The self-isolation guidance has changed as summarised 

below;  

 
Changes to the self-isolation period for those who test positive for COVID-19 
  
From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option 
to reduce their isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device 
(LFD) test on both day 5 and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they 
test negative on the morning of day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their 
education or childcare setting immediately on day 6. 
  
The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second 
must be taken the following day. All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace.  
If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they get 
negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full 
days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest. 
  
Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will 
need to complete the full 10-day period of self-isolation. Further information on self-isolation 
for those with COVID-19 is available via gov.uk. 

 

Punctuality  

 

Arriving to school regularly on time is 

important for many reasons. It helps 

reduce anxiety as children don’t like 

walking in to class that is already 

learning. Also, a punctual arrival 

enables children time to chat with 

friends and prepare for the day ahead. 

We do appreciate and understand that 

at times events are outside our control 

resulting in lateness. However, persistent 

lateness does have an impact on 

progress and learning begins to suffer. 

Our staggered start time 8.40 – 9.00am 

has been designed to help alleviate parking concerns and provides a buffer for any traffic 

delays. We do request that your child is in school by 9.00am every day. If you are struggling 

in the morning the school office team will happily offer guidance and support, in some 

cases an earlier start and accessing our breakfast club provides a solution. 
  

PE Update  

 

I’m pleased to see the return of inter school sporting events. The following events are 

taking place this half term. Specific details will be communicated via eeZee Trip  

 

Wednesday 19th January  Abbeystead/Reay (Y5/6) Sportshall Atheltics 

Friday 4th February Football fixture - GP vs St. Oswalds  

Monday 7th February   Abbeystead/Reay (Y5/6) Dodgeball Competition 

Wednesday 9th February  Abbeystead/Reay (Y5/6)  Netball Festival 

Thursday 10th February  Westminster/ Eaton (Y3/4) Netball Festival 

 

https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/self-isolation-for-those-with-covid-19-can-end-after-five-full-days-following-two-negative-lfd-tests?utm_source=14%20January%202022%20C19&utm_medium=Daily%20Email%20C19&utm_campaign=DfE%20C19


 

Diary Dates 

 

Tuesday 18th January Digital Wizards Computing Workshop Eaton (Y3) 

Monday 24th January Visit from High Sheriff of Cheshire to officially open the top 

floor Sports Hall. 

Wednesday 26th January No Capella – Whole School Safeguard Training 

Friday 11th February  School closed NWAT INSET day.  

Wednesday 16th February  Westminster Trip to Loggerheads 

Thursday 17/18th February  Dogs Trust Visit 

Friday 18th February End of half term 

 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

R. Clark 
Head of School 


